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PRESENTATION OF THE EXHIBITION 
 
 
Carré d’Art-Musée d’Art Contemporain de Nîmes joins forces for the first time with the Rencontres de la 
Photographie event in Arles to present Stéphanie Solinas’s Dominique Lambert  project. The artist will 
also have a presence in Arles with the exhibition La Méthode des l ieux  at the Cloître Saint-Trophime. 
 
“Dominique is the most popular mixed-gender first name in France, it is also the twenty-seventh commonest 
forename; combined with Lambert, which is the twenty-seventh commonest last name. So I defined my 
survey population as being the hundred and ninety-one Dominique Lamberts listed in the phone book (the 
French white pages). After collating various analyses relating to the characterology of the first name 
Dominique, I mailed each of the Dominique Lamberts asking them to do a personality test and a Chinese 
portrait. I used the Chinese portraits that came back to draw up a written portrait, with the help of the 
Dominique Lambert Description Advisory Committee (comprising a psychologist, a statistician, a police 
inspector, a legal expert, and a visual ID consultant). On the basis of this document, the painter Benoît 
Bonnemaison-Fitte drew a portrait. His drawing was then turned into an Identikit picture by Dominique 
Ledée, who is a police investigator working in this field. I then cast around for a close resemblance to the 
photo-fit picture, to take a photograph. A sealed envelope containing the passport photograph of the (male) 
Dominique Lambert who wrote the Chinese portrait closes the chain of depictions.” Stéphanie Solinas 

 
Implementing the various different techniques used by officialdom to represent a person’s identity, involving 
experts, and proceeding in successive stages, Stéphanie Solinas explores and exhausts the system and tools 
of representation itself.  
The Carré d’Art exhibition for the first time deploys the full set of faces in this sample of people, taking the 
viewer on a tour of the worlds of Dominique Lamberts, to experience the distance between the clichés of 
representation and the irreducible quality of uniqueness.   
 

Exhibition curator: Paula Aisemberg 
 
 

 
 

BIOGRAPHY  
 

Born at La Tronche in 1978. Lives and works in Paris. She teaches at Sciences Po Paris, and at Fine Art college 
at Rouen & Le Havre (ESADHaR). 

Trained at the ENS Louis Lumière, with a doctorate in the Visual Arts, Stéphanie Solinas is building a varied 
oeuvre (images, books, installations) based on photography and constantly questioning that medium. 
Focussing through various devices and other elaborate systems on the figure of the Other and its definition, 
her art explores through the image the invisible realities – identity, memory and thinking – involved in the 
actual operation of “seeing”. 

Solo exhibitions: La Maison Rouge (Paris), FOAM (Amsterdam), Marseille-Provence 2013, Société Française de 
Photographie, church of Saint-Eustache (Paris, Mois de la Photo 2014), Musée National Eugène-Delacroix 
(Paris, 2015)… 

She is featured in many public and private collections.   

She has published Dominique Lambert (Alaska), Sans titre – M.Bertillon and Déserteurs (RVB Books). 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



PRACTICAL INFORMATION  

Open Tuesday to Sunday inclusive from 10 am to 6 pm 

 
 
Carré d’Art–Musée d’art contemporain  
2nd floor 
Place de la Maison Carrée - 30000 Nîmes 
 
Tel: +0033 (0)4 66 76 35 70  
Fax: +0033 (0)4 66 76 35 85 
Email: info@carreartmusee.com  
Website: www.carreartmusee.com 

 
 
Rates 
Admission free 

 
 
 

 

 
Contemporary art documentation centre, floor -1 
Tuesday to Friday, from 2 to 6 pm; mornings by appointment 
Saturdays from 10 am to 1 pm and from 2 to 6 pm  
Tel: +0033 (0)4 66 76 35 88  
Email: documentation@carreartmusee.com 
Online catalogue: http://carreartmusee.centredoc.fr/opac/ 
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